[bookmark: _GoBack]6-25-2020-------Thank you for volunteering to care for our chickens!! 

******ACCESS TO KEYS IS NOW A LOCKBOX ON BACK PARKING LOT GATE *******

The code for the lockbox will change periodically and be sent out to upcoming keepers. The bronze colored key opens the lock on the parking lot gate and the silver one opens the lock on the shed. 

Our coops have names, “The Charger Chick Inn” and “Cluckingham Palace”.  Please double check all three access points are closed properly before you leave.

NOTE:  Please help yourself to strawberries, collards, lemon grass, tomatoes and anything else you would like to take home. We don’t want things to go to waste.  Flowers are up for cutting, as well. You might want to bring some buckets for flowers and herbs/veggies.

*******Also, the chickens enjoy collard greens, too—it is a great way to entice them back inside their coops!!!********

(Please make sure you wash your hands after handling our chickens)

First, thank you for taking time to care for our nine chickens.
We ask that you plan to spend an hour for your visit. Letting the chickens out to roam around is important and fun to watch. The food and water are critical, however. 

1. An adult needs to be present at all times. No student can be left alone. Please let the chickens out as soon as you get there. They will scatter about, pecking and wallowing in the ground (it is called a dust bath). If you want to pick one up, please hold it gently, but firmly, around their wings and close to your body. Please let them run around as much as possible, though, so they have exercise.  While they are running around, it would be helpful if you could water any plants near the hose and against the wall of the school.  We also need to water new plants inside the tree area and along the fence line.

2.  The hose has a lever at the wall that needs to be in line with the hose to be “on”. Please turn it perpendicular when you are done. Also, pull the hose to unwind and then rewind with the handle. Two people are needed to wind the hose back and forth properly. Look for the white PVC pipe running across the side of the coop, labeled, “WATER”. The circular lid just lifts straight up and off. Please top off that water. In addition, we have an extra small bucket hanging just inside the door of the extension. Remove the lid and fill it up. 

3.  For food, we use a scoop to fill the “Food” PVC…it has a square lid. It only needs to be filled half way up the pipe. Please do not put food anywhere else. The chicken feed will attract unwanted visitors if it is anywhere else. (You may want to do this part at the end because it gets the chickens to come back on their own to the coop- -sometimes)  If your family wants to bring “food toys” for the chickens, you can. Apple slices, cabbage, etc. are fun. You can get great ideas from www.backyardchickens.com. 


4.  Egg collection: Please bring us your excess cartons. We like to keep them in the shed. You may need to add hay (not pine chips) to the nesting box area.  Could you please text how many eggs were gathered to 713-569-2342? Also, if there are any concerns, like low food level, whatever. If we have lots of rain, you can toss pine chips wherever it is muddy. My family will move the coops every so often.

5.  Sanitation:  Chicken Poop is great fertilizer! However, we need to scrape it out of the coop whenever possible. A long handled scrub brush is helpful for going over the wire floors. Every so often, I will move the coops with my family. The rakings can be put in the blue composting areas. It will make great soil for us eventually.

6. I have uploaded some Instagram guidance at #gardeningangel83.  If you have any questions, please ask me! 713-569-2342

https://urbancoopcompany.com/  (Check out all the info & videos, etc.)


Please enjoy our beautiful campus – it is there for all to enjoy!!
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