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All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as your beloved children, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 
Remind us that the economically vulnerable  
bear the brunt of climate change and natural disasters. 
Bring healing to our lives, 
that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts 
of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 
with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 
 

Based on A Prayer for the Earth, included in Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical Laudato 
Si'  
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August 30 
 

Mysterious God, whose imagination and desire embrace all: We seek to 
discern you in the interplay of forces, in the order and the chaos of the 
universe, and in the complexities of every living system. Give us grace to 
honor your goodness in what we know and in what we do not know, in 
the world’s harmonies and turbulence, and in its promise and change. 
For you are in, through, and beyond all that is: one God, made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, our inspiration and guide. 
Amen.  
 
Job 37:1-7 
‘At this also my heart trembles, 
   and leaps out of its place. 
Listen, listen to the thunder of his voice 
   and the rumbling that comes from his mouth. 
Under the whole heaven he lets it loose, 
   and his lightning to the corners of the earth. 
After it his voice roars; 
   he thunders with his majestic voice 
   and he does not restrain the lightnings when his voice is heard. 
God thunders wondrously with his voice; 
   he does great things that we cannot comprehend. 
For to the snow he says, “Fall on the earth”; 
   and the shower of rain, his heavy shower of rain, 
serves as a sign on everyone’s hand, 
   so that all whom he has made may know it. 
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Psalm 102:25-28 
 
Long ago you laid the foundation of the earth, 
   and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
They will perish, but you endure; 
   they will all wear out like a garment. 
You change them like clothing, and they pass away; 
   but you are the same, and your years have no end. 
The children of your servants shall live secure; 
   their offspring shall be established in your presence. 
 
Revelation 21:3-5a 
 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all 
things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy 
and true. 
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Luke 13:6-9 

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the 
gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this 
fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 
soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it 
and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 
you can cut it down.” ’ 

 
Sept 6 

 
Holy God, your mercy is over all your works, and in the web of life each 
creature has its role and place. We praise you for ocelot and owl, cactus 
and kelp, lichen and whale; we honor you for whirlwind and lava, tide 
and topsoil, cliff and marsh. Give us hearts and minds eager to care for 
your planet, humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved ones, 
justice to share the resources of the earth with all its inhabitants, and 
love not limited by our ignorance. This we pray in the name of Jesus, 
who unifies what is far off and what is near, and in whom, by grace and 
the working of your Holy Spirit, all things hold together. Amen. 
 
Jonah 3:4-10 
 
Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, 
‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ And the people of 
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 
small, put on sackcloth. 
When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, 
removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 
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Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the king 
and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste 
anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. Human beings 
and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily 
to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in 
their hands. Who knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may 
turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.’ 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 
bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
Psalm 145:8-10.16-18 
 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, 
   and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
   and all your faithful shall bless you. 
You open your hand, 
   satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
The Lord is just in all his ways, 
   and kind in all his doings. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
   to all who call on him in truth. 
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Ephesians 1:8b-10 
 
With all wisdom and insight God has made known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth. 
 
Luke 10:25-37 
 
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? 
What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ And 
he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.’ 
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my 
neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 
and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going 
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and 
when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put 
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The 
next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 
“Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever 
more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour 



7 

to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one 
who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 

Sept 13 
God, maker of marvels, you weave the planet and all its creatures 
together in kinship; your unifying love is revealed in the 
interdependence of relationships in the complex world that you have 
made. Save us from the illusion that humankind is separate and alone, 
and join us in communion with all inhabitants of the universe; through 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who topples the dividing walls by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and who lives and reigns with you, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  
 
Genesis 9:8-16 
 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and 
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of 
the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh 
be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood 
to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for 
all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds 
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh 
that is on the earth.’ 
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Psalm 36:5-10 
 
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
   your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
   your judgements are like the great deep; 
   you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
   All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, 
   and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; 
   in your light we see light. 
O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
   and your salvation to the upright of heart! 
 
Colossians 1:15-20 
 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross. 
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John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

 
Sept 20 

 
Gracious God, you reveal your goodness in the beauty and diversity of 
creation; in the circle dance of earth and air and water; in a universe 
rich in processes that support growth and coherence, distinctiveness 
and community; and above all in the gift of Jesus Christ, who emptied 
himself to serve your world. And so we offer thanks and praise to you, 
one God in three persons: the Author and Source of all, Christ the 
Incarnate Word, and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Genesis 1:11-12,20-22 
 
Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ 
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed 
of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. 
And God saw that it was good. 
And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created 
the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every 
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 
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And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth.’ 
 
Psalm 104:25-32 
 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
   creeping things innumerable are there, 
   living things both small and great. 
There go the ships, 
   and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
These all look to you 
   to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up; 
   when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
   when you take away their breath, they die 
   and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
   and you renew the face of the ground. 
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; 
   may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
   who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
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Revelation 5:11-14 
 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads 
of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, 
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honour and glory and blessing!’ 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honour and glory and might 
for ever and ever!’ 
And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and 
worshipped. 
 
Matthew 13:31-32 
 
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest 
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.’ 

Sept 27 
 
Bountiful God, you call us to labor with you in tending the earth: Where 
we lack love, open our hearts to the world; where we waste, give us 
discipline to conserve; where we neglect, awaken our minds and wills to 
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insight and care. May we with all your creatures honor and serve you in 
all things, for you live and reign with Christ, Redeemer of all, and with 
your Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
Ezekiel 47:6-12 
 
He said to me, ‘Mortal, have you seen this?’ 
Then he led me back along the bank of the river. As I came back, I saw 
on the bank of the river a great many trees on one side and on the other. 
He said to me, ‘This water flows towards the eastern region and goes 
down into the Arabah; and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant 
waters, the water will become fresh. Wherever the river goes, every 
living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish, 
once these waters reach there. It will become fresh; and everything will 
live where the river goes. People will stand fishing beside the sea from 
En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish 
will be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. But its 
swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for salt. 
On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of 
trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they 
will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from 
the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.’ 
 
Psalm 33:3-9,13-15 
 
Sing to him a new song; 
   play skilfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
For the word of the Lord is upright, 
   and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
He loves righteousness and justice; 
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   the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
   and all their host by the breath of his mouth. 
He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; 
   he put the deeps in storehouses. 
Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
   let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 
For he spoke, and it came to be; 
   he commanded, and it stood firm. 
The Lord looks down from heaven; 
   he sees all humankind. 
From where he sits enthroned he watches 
   all the inhabitants of the earth— 
he who fashions the hearts of them all, 
   and observes all their deeds. 
 
Romans 8:18-23 
 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
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Mark 16:14-15 
 
Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the 
table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, 
because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 
And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news 
to the whole creation. 
 
 
 


