Baby Moses

SAFE

EXODUS 2:1-10

What’s happening in this story?

After hiding Moses for three months, Moses’ mother places him at the
mercy of God by sending him down the Nile River in a basket made of
papyrus reeds and pitch. He is eventually saved by another unnamed
woman, Pharaoh’s daughter. Moses' sister, who witnesses this event,
offers Pharaoh’s daughter a Hebrew wet nurse to take care of the baby
and seeks out her own mother—the same mother who released Moses
into the river—to be that nurse. It is Pharaoh’s daughter who gives him the
name Moses, derived from a Hebrew word meaning “to draw up,” just as
the baby Moses is drawn up from the water.

What does this story mean for kids?
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Kids might wonder why a mom is floating her baby down a river. Pharaoh be successful.

has ordered all the baby boys in Egypt to be killed. While kids might not

understand the details that frame the story, they know that most parents

would do anything to protect their kids—even put them in a grassy boat

and float them down the river into the arms of a stranger if it means saving

their lives.

Why this theme?

For many teachers, parents, and other adults, keeping kids safeis a ) A
high priority. Moses ending up in a.basket on the river, while drastic, is

ultimately a matter of safety. N
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WELCOME (5

Circle up with kids for an opening
conversation.

Think about something you might encounter that’s
dangerous, like a hot stove, or falling off your bike,
or asevere thunderstorm. How would you stay safe?
Who helps keep you safe in those situations? Give
kids time to respond. The Bible is full of stories where
God's followers face different kinds of danger. In
today’s story we’ll hear about how a mother tries to
keep her baby safe from unexpected danger.

Do some kids arrive
early? Try this.

Provide paper and
markers. Invite kids to
draw pictures of people
and things that keep
them safe. Have kids
share what they drew
with each other.

: Bear-Godthank-yourforsending Be still and
Pray together e T
thingsthatkeepussafetPleasetetpustoatways oM 604 .
feetyourpresence-Amer.

ass out leaflets and pens.

other kinds of safety, or what being safe fee .
Using the letters S-A-F-E, workwith your buddy to come up with oneg

=flets until Respond.

Gather kids around the screen where you’ll watch the video.

We're going to meet Ada and Victor down by the river! Victor is doing an interesting
version of house cleaning.

View Episode 2, “Grace Basket,” on the Year Blue Fall DVD. ( ‘f min, 30 sec)
Ask kids these questions about the video:

« What do you do with your things when you don’t want them anymore?

» What have you had to give up that you didn’t want to?

» Howwas Victor confused about why Moses’ mom put Moses in the river?

» What specifically made Victor feel sad during this video?

« What difficult thing have you done for someone you love?
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Babn Moses

Open your Whirl Kids Story Bibles

Have younger k:ds find an older buddy. Invite them to find Exodus 2:1-10 on page-67oftie o
.1t was a difficult time for Moses’ family—their people were living “Wharl
as slaves in the land of Egypt, and baby boys were being taken from their families by
Pharaoh. Moses’ mom knew she had to come up with a plan to protect her son.

- KIDSSTORYBIBLE -

e

e

gFewup—-—’-' Mo es famlly and Pharaoh's daughter aII worked together, wnth the help of
God, to keep Moses safe.

Resermiat Catesaysatontbxedus21=10 onpage GLIhen-uteaelAela—aael—@t—Ee—s-quesaeﬁs

Ask these questions after you read the story:

« How did Moses’ mom try to keep Moses alive?

» What emotions do you think she felt as she did that?

» How did Moses' sister find a way to take good care of him?
« What role did the pharaoh’s daughter play in this story?

o What words would you use to describe Moses’ mom'’s actions?

together!

Moses’ montkrew how to make a secure basket out of papyrus that would float in the rivefrand
protect her son. We're going te-+make floating baskets of our own. Split kidsintergrotips of three or
four. Provide each group with aluminum foil andrsraall, heavy itemstkepennies or marbles. Invite groups to
work together to make a basket, including a bottoraand top, outefaluminum foil. Have some tubs of water
available for testing the baskets. Invitekids to float their boats in the water and placeobjects inside to see
if and whentheirtsoat will sink. If you have time, come together as a group to see which basket carmveid.the
greatest number of small objects before sinking.

BIBLE BIT WATCH IT AGAIN OUR CHURCH

This Bible story, along with If you watch the video again, Water is a common thingin
others, omits women'’s pay attention to how Ada Bible stories about hope,
names. We often see the makes sense of Moses’ redemption, and God’s
names of men in scripture, mom’s plan. presence. Talk with kids about
butitis justas common how baptism is practiced in
to see women making a your church.

difference in these stories.
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RESPOND @ Return 4o drawing activity (drawing people or

\\ Hhings that help Feep you Safe) and have children
Share what they drew,

Pass out leaflets, scissors, tape, balloons, and markers.

Unfolthkand tear off leaflet square.

1. We're eath going to make a balloon baby Moses, secure them in leaflet baskets, and trytokeep
them safe frowq touching the floor.

2. Invite younger kids tofiqd an older buddy. Blow up your balloon. Older kids capfielp younger kids inflate
and tie off their balloons.

3. Use amarker to draw details onyour balloon Moses. Give him a facg’and arms—maybe even
some feet!

4. Usingscissors, cut the basket strip from thehack flap of your leaflet. Place your balloon Moses
on the Family Square side of your leaflet. Then ptace the$trip on top of the balloon and use tape
to attach it as a handle to the purple rectangles on th&tgp and bottom of the Respond square so
that Moses is securely snug in your leaflet baskek: i

5. Using one of your baby Moses baskets, bophim back and forth thkQugh the air, trying to keep him
safe from touching the ground.

6. Asbuddy pairs master keepingohe baby Moses in the air, invite them to add the setQnd one. Ifthat’s
easy, have them pair upwith another buddy group and try to keep three or even four baky Moses baskets
inthe air.

7. Keepingballoon baby Moses safe from touching the ground might seem easy. But Moses’ mom
and G6d worked hard to keep baby Moses safe from Pharaoh. | wonder what God has in store¥or

~AMoses next.

LAUNCH

Circle up with kids for a quick review.

We can try to be safe all the time, but when things are beyond our control, it’s good to know that
adults care for us and that God loves us. Moses had his sister, his mother, and Pharaoh’s daughter
work together to help him grow safely into an adult. Who's on your team?

+ +ha k eoplc thi
—Send—ktdsvutmﬂm-blessmg"‘? He\? Mnlcs pravers. mkez; o V;auzg P _ / ngs

-Godblesses all of us. And that means me (placea hand onyour che

epeating those words and actions. When the blessmg makes it back to you say, Go and bless

Thank kids for coming today. Remind them of the Family Square on the other side of the leaflet.
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