June 21 - Issac, Jacob, Esau
The Collect

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant
that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may
have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 25:19-34
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac,
and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the
Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for
his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife
Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is
to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said
to her,

“T'wo nations are in your womb,

and two peoples born of you shall be divided;

the one shall be stronger than the other,

the elder shall serve the younger.”

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first
came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his
brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac

was sixty years old when she bore them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob

was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but

Rebekah loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was
famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!”
(Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said,

“Iam about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”



So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and
lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his

birthright.

The Response: Psalm 105:1-11, 45b

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *

and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

S Remember the marvels he has done, *

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O oftspring of Abraham his servant, *

O children of Jacob his chosen.

7 He is the Lord our God; *

his judgments prevail in all the world.

8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, *
the promise he made for a thousand generations:
9 The covenant he made with Abraham, *

the oath that he swore to Isaac,

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *
an everlasting covenant for Israel,

11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *

to be your allotted inheritance.”



45b Hallelujah!

Genesis 29:15-28

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me
for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the
name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes
were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I
will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “Itis
better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with
me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days
because of the love he had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is
completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast.
But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went
in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When
morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” Laban
said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn.
Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for
serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban

gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

The Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave
above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more

will they malign those of his household!

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and

nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul

and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will



fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all

counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge
before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny

before my Father in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring

peace, but a sword.

For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take
up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it,

and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

June 28 - Joseph

Collect:

God of kindness, interrupting our vicious cycles of resentment and revenge: teach us
to walk the way of forgiveness beyond all accounting and to love the gift that has no
measure; through Jesus Christ, who died for all. Amen.

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan.
This is the story of the family of Jacob.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he
was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought
a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of

his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe



with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his

brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said
to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send
you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well
with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him
from the valley of Hebron.

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked
him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please,
where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, for I
heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found
them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them,
they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer.
Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a
wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But
when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take
his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the
wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of their hand
and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped
him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and

threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it
down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our
brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay
our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed.
When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the
pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph

to Egypt.



Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
S Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
16 Then he called for a famine in the land *
and destroyed the supply of bread.
17 He sent a man before them, *
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.
18 They bruised his feet in fetters; *
his neck they put in an iron collar.
19 Until his prediction came to pass, *
the word of the Lord tested him.
20 The king sent and released him; *
the ruler of the peoples set him free.
21 He set him as a master over his household,

as a ruler over all his possessions,



22 To instruct his princes according to his will

and to teach his elders wisdom.

45 Hallelujah!

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He
said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you
many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.
Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, "Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the
land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for
you there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and your
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household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked
with him.

Luke 22:24-30

A dispute arose among the disciples as to which one of them was to be regarded as
the greatest. But Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and
those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the
greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who
serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not
the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. “You are those who

have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred



on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and

you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

July 5 - Freedom for All Sunday, Moses

Collect

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart,
that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease;
that our divisions being healed, we may live in your freedom, justice and peace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Exodus 1:8-2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people,
“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come,
let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our
enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set
taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities,
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they
multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The
Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives
bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They

were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah
and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see
them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the
midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but
they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to
them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to

Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are



vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with
the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the
midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his
people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but

you shall let every girl live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him
three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him,
and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among
the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would

happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to
bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on
him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to
nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and
called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse
it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed
it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took
him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the

water.”
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the

house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.



You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord

will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all

your work.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that
the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,

or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet,
and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance,
and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to
us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come

only to test you and to put the fear of him upon vou so that you do not sin.”
y y p pony y

Luke 4:14-21

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues

and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll
of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place

where it was written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,



because he has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

July 12, Samuel, David and Solomon

Collect:

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant
that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the
radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit

lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20)

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord

was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was
lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called,

|7)

“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay
down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been



revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you
shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay down

in his place.

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to Samuel,
“See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who
hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken
concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to
punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of
Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering

forever.”

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel,
my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide
it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all
that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then
he said, “Itis the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy

prophet of the Lord.]

The Response: Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising ups;

you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *

and are acquainted with all my ways.



3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *

but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
4 You press upon me behind and before *

and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *

it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *

you knit me together in my mother's womb.

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.

14 My body was not hidden from you, *

while I was being made in secret

and woven in the depths of the earth.

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book; *

they were fashioned day by day,

when as yet there was none of them.

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *

how great is the sum of them!

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; *

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover,
it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. But with me it is a very small

thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself.
I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord



who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord
comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the

purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive commendation from God.

John 1:43-51

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael
and said to him, “We have found him about whom Maoses in the law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?”
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered,
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”



