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Call for Art
Mosaic Stones in Memory of Karen Edlund

Overview: 
Karen Edlund, a founding board member of the New England Mosaic Society, was a powerhouse in the world of public health and reproductive health, community organizing and community building.  She meant so much to so many people.  Since Karen’s passing in November, her husband Phil has been thinking of ways to create a mosaic in her memory.  He would like to have the mosaic on Irving street where they lived together for many decades in Somerville, and would like it to be somewhere where it can be seen by passers-by.  The plan is to turn the street itself into a mosaic path, with colorful mosaic stones and pavers made in Karen’s memory placed at the bases of the city trees all along the street. 

Timeline:
We’d like most of the stones to be completed by June 30th, so that they can be in place for the summer. 

Size: 
There is no official size limit, but keep in mind that the stones will be placed around the bases of city trees in Somerville, so they can’t be too big to move or so big that they’ll block passage on the sidewalk.  If you choose to mosaic a paver, please choose a small one, no larger than approximately 8”x 8”.  Please also think about the final weight of the stone and how you plan to get it to Irving Street.  

Materials: 
The stones will be displayed outside, so they have to be frost-proof.  In case you haven’t done very many exterior mosaics, here are a few key tips for making outdoor mosaics that will last:

· Outdoor mosaics must be made on a frost-proof substrate (something that won’t expand and contract) like cement or stone  

· There are many options for how to make the stones.  You could make a false stone from EPS and cover it with fiberglass mesh and cement to make a stone that’s lighter-weight than a real one, you could use a cast cement paver from somewhere like Home Depot, or choose a real stone to decorate.  
· The tesserae must be frost-proof, either made from glass, stone or exterior tiles
· Tesserae must be attached using a frost-proof adhesive like thinset or silicone (not mastic)
· Grout will help to further weather-proof the design

Process: 
1. Sign up using the Signup Genius link. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4BAEAD2FA3FE3-create
2. Choose a frost-proof substrate. 
3. Make your mosaic using a frost-proof adhesive and grout it
4. Connect with Emily to figure out a plan for drop-off, pick up or shipping.  Email Emily at emily@connectionlab.org . We can pick up the finished products if you’re not too far from Somerville (while staying 6 feet away), and the USPS offers a few sizes of flat-rate boxes that don’t cost more to ship if they’re heavy, so you could plan to make a stone or paver to fit into one of them.  

Below are a few photos of some outdoor-safe substrates and a simple example on a real stone.  It’s about 5 inches across and 3 inches high.  

[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]





image4.jpeg




image1.jpeg
New England Mosaic Society |CT|MA|ME|NH|RI|VT|




image2.jpg




image3.jpeg




