K9 Nose Work
Class Structure & Rules

1.  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to class to set up your crate and get situated.  If you see people still exiting the building with their dog, wait until I give the all clear to come in. 

2. The dogs will be working one at a time.  All other dogs are to remain secured in their crate/pod until it is their turn. 

3. When entering and exiting the training room or outside in the potty areas, please keep dogs at a safe distance from each other (approx. 20 ft or more).  There are absolutely no meet and greets and it is very important for the dogs to not have a negative experience during Nose Work time!

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Potty dogs prior to class.  If you need to leave during class, that is fine as well, but please let me know, so we hold up on starting the next dog. If you think your dog is getting ready to eliminate during a search, excuse yourself and quickly take him/her outside.  If they do eliminate in the search area, do not reprimand, simply say “Uh-oh” in a very neutral voice, and put your dog up and we will clean it up. 

5. During class, you are only allowed to use a flat collar, martingale, limited slip or harness for searches.  No prong, choke, or e-collars. 

6. You learn more by watching the other dogs work!  So, please take advantage of watching the others during your down time. 

7. Dogs will work both on and off leash, unless it is unsafe for a dog to do this. When doing an off leash search, ALWAYS, bring your leash with you in case we have to put the dog back on leash. 

8. If you dog solicits social interaction from you, just ignore them.  Turn your head and do not make direct eye contact with them.

9. Be patient and ALWAYS support your dog.  When they find the hide, feel free to toss some more treats into the box, so you get used to the timing of rewarding them and also give them some vocal praise. 

10. NO OBEDIENCE CUES or CLICKERS!  Obedience stays outside of nose work. You should not use sit, wait, no, leave it, down, or, off (or any other cues).  No leash corrections should ever be used.  The purpose of nose work is to let the dog be a dog in their most natural state.  This is to have fun and we want to keep it that way.  By using cues or corrections, we will spoil that fun!  

11. There is no need to talk to your dog during a search. You don’t need a search cue.  When you speak to your dog, you interrupt their search!  We want the dog’s nose to turn on naturally.  By week #2, when they come into the room and see the boxes, they will know why they are here. Once you become more advanced, if you want to introduce a search cue, it is very easy. 

WHAT TO BRING

Crate: Dogs will be crated either in your car (weather permitting) or inside your pod in the building. 

Water: for yourself and/or your dog. 

Collar: per #5 above. 

Leash: you may use your regular leash.  It is best to remove poop bag holders and any other items that may distract your dog. This is the only place that retractable leashes are acceptable and long lines are welcome as well. But, I have different leashes that you can practice with during class. 

Treats:  BRING VERY HIGH VALUE TREATS!  Bring a variety of treats.  Charley Bears, Zuke’s, milk bones are not good treats to bring.  Things like hot dogs, cheese, chicken, beef, liver, salmon, sausage, meatballs, bacon are some of the most popular.  Treats should be cut up into pea size pieces or a tad larger. Bring a large number of treats!   

Toys: If your dog is extremely toy motivated and not really food motivated, bring 3 of your dogs favorite toys in addition to treats. 

Games/Treat dispensers/Chewies/Toys for down time.  Please bring whatever you need to keep your dog occupied during down times.  Just no squeekies, please, as it distracts the other dogs and gets them excited. 
