Game Leader Guidelines
Overview: Coordinates all activities of the Game Center.  Chooses games with the approval of the VBS Director. Tests games.  Determines materials needed. Communicates with Director the materials needed. Delegates tasks to volunteers. Supervises the Game Center during VBS week.
Details
· Reference VBS Kit and VBS games document for ideas.
· Avoid games that get the children very wet - there were problems in the past with t-shirt colors bleeding through onto other clothing.

· All volunteers will be wearing a Thrivent T-shirt.  If you already have one, please wear it daily.  If you do not have one, please get one from Ann Marie Hahn.  I would appreciate getting them back as I hope to use them next year for VBS (please do not give it to Goodwill and if you love it, you may keep it).
· Determine if a budget is needed for Games. 
· Have a day for parachute games! (it’s great in the gym on a  poor weather day)

· Tie the games into the VBS Message of the Day when possible and repeat Message often.
· Choose games that are appropriate for the skill level of the children.
· A simplified game may be needed for younger children.
· Test/Prep games to avoid potential problems the day of the game.
· Order and Purchase any materials needed through the Director.
· Determine what items can be donated from the Congregation and inform the Director of those items.
· Determine the location of where games will be played outside.
· Consider safety issues – are cones needed to block off the area?
· Plan for a rainy day location and any modifications of games that are played indoors instead of outdoors.
· Ensure that the Adult Guides/Youth Helpers understand their role with game activities.
· Youth Helpers sometimes need to be reminded they are there to help the children with the activity.
· Ensure Game Volunteers know how to execute the game.
· Determine who will be explaining games to the children.
· Instructor’s voice should be loud enough so all children can hear.
· This person needs to ensure they have the children’s attention.
· Explain how the game ties into the VBS Message of the day.
· Ensure the game is not started until the instructor is done talking.
· Give instructions in positive sentences.  Praise the student’s effort, teamwork, attitude and enthusiasm often while they play.

· Clean-up game area at the end of each day of VBS week.
· Prep for the next day’s game at the end of each day of VBS week.
· If Inflatables are used on the last day, work with VBS Director to facilitate this activity.

· Last day clean-up and ensure that all supplies that were borrowed are returned.
   Thank you for all you are doing to make VBS a success!
